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Australia


Population: 13 April 2015 = 23,787,221
This projection is based on the estimated resident population at 30
September 2014 and assumes growth since then of:
• one birth every 1 minute and 44 seconds,
• one death every 3 minutes and 27 seconds ,
• a net gain of one international migration every 2 minutes and 13
seconds,
leading to
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• an overall total population increase of one person every 1 minute and
21 seconds.
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Australia within the world



Victoria






Population is 5.5m+ for the state
Melbourne's population is 4.35 million
Almost ¼ born overseas
Young people are aged 10 – 25 years of age. (Positive Pathways 2010)
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General Youth Statistics
for Australia.


 2011 census, the Australian population totalled 21,507,717 people,
an increase of almost 2.5 million people in five years.
Median age of 37 years,
32.6 per cent of the population aged between 0 – 24 years,
19.1 per cent aged between 0 – 14 years
13.5 per cent aged between 15 – 24 years (ABS 2013, Australian
Government 2010).
 Total population: 50.6 per cent female, 49.4 per cent male; 0 - 19 year
age bracket = slightly more males than females.





 A steady growth in the population for the ages 0 – 5 years and 12 –
24 years between 2001 – 2011
 Australia’s youth are increasing in number, echoing the
international trend, with a rise in population growth and
immigration numbers.

Youth Work in Australia



 Youth Workers do not need to be qualified
 The youth industry is self-regulating
 University and vocational training are both legitimate avenues for
qualifications to work
 Young people are aged 10/12-25
 Young people are found in all aspects of life including:









All levels of government – local and national
Education
Recreation
Justice
AOD sector
Mental health
Aged care
etc.
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Youth Work in Australia Cont.



 No national youth policy since 2010
 Each state is responsible – funding, etc. so no consistency
in delivery or uptake
 Services being lost due to non-collaborative funding
applications.
 Positive Youth/ Strength Based approach
 Therapeutic Care model for residential care becoming the
preferred focus

Youth Work in Victoria







Youth are 10 – 25 years of age (Vulnerable Youth Framework 2010)
Earn or learn = 17 years of age (Brighter Futures 2010)
Found in all aspects of life
Child Commissioner
Funding favours
 Collaborative approaches between
organisations
 Focus tends to change every
funding round e.g.





Drugs/Harm minimisation -YSAS
Cyber bullying
Domestic violence
Mental health, etc
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Youth Immigration
Patterns for Australia.


 Immigration patterns into Australia for 0 – 24 year olds for the
census years of 2001, 2006 and 2011 shows the following trends:
 A continued intake from English speaking countries; total
number of EU countries within the top 25 immigrant nations
was three in 2011 census -United Kingdom (2) Ireland (18) and
Germany (23)
 An increase in those from Asian countries is led by those from
China, India, the Philippines, and Malaysia.
 A rise in Sub-Saharan African counties, particularly from the
Horn of Africa.
 A drop in numbers from the smaller continental European
countries - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece,
Netherlands
 Young people from Ireland immigrating to Australia almost
doubled between 2006 and 2011

Youth and their families


 An average of 1.9 children per household (ABS 2011 census)
 More than ¼ Australian households had a young person,
 60 % of 12 - 19 year olds live at home with two parents, though
not necessarily their biological parents
 The total number of couples living with children has steadily
decreased between 1996 to 2011
 The number of couples living on their own without children
has risen by 3.7%.
 One parent families increased by 1.4 % over the same period of
time
 20% young people live with one parent
 80% single parent families are headed up by women (ABS 2011,
Australian Government 2010).

Keeping Families Together
– Kinship Care



 Kinship care - where a child or young person lives fulltime or most of the time with a relative or family friend
because they are not able to live with their birth parents
 Mirabel Foundation –assists children who have been
orphaned or abandoned due to parental illicit drug use
and are now in the care of extended family (kinship care)
www.mirabelfoundation.org.au/
 Mission Australia www.missionaustralia.com.au

Homelessness




In the 2011 census, those aged 12 – 18 years deemed homeless were living in severely
crowded dwellings, 28 per cent were living in supported accommodation for the homeless
and eight per cent were living temporarily in other households. A further 7,976 lived in
caravan parks and overcrowded or improvised dwellings (Australian Government 2010,
ABS 2012:5, Johnson & Chamberlain 2014).



The Council for Homeless People (CHP) noted that in 2014 approximately 6,117 young
Victorians, aged between 12 – 24 years are homeless on any given night with 40 per cent of
the total number experiencing homelessness aged 24 years or younger.



Boys remain the predominant gender living rough though an increase in the number of
girls is evident.



Family conflict is the predominant reason for becoming homeless followed by domestic
violence, family breakdown, cultural conflict, differing opinions including the issues of
sexual preferences, mental health issues and substance abuse and usage by either the
adults or young people involved are other common reasons given (Johnson & Chamberlain
2014:124).



Access to emergency accommodation is minimal and often non-existent after 9 pm each
night.

Unemployment

 A steady rise from 12 per cent since October 2011 to
more than 15 per cent in October (Brotherhood of St.
Laurence 2014).
 Many question whether young people are being
adequately prepared to take on the sometimes, rapid
changes which are occurring in the world of work.

Youth Justice




Those under 10 years of age deemed legally unable to be held responsible for their own
actions in all states and territories of Australia; 10 – 14 years - responsibility must be
proven and adult charges are laid at 18 years in every state and territory except
Queensland which determines that age to be 17 years.



Most young people do not get into strife; rather a small group of offenders is evident with
many only offending once.



40% juvenile crimes occur between 2 and 6 pm on weekdays; mostly property crimes graffiti, vandalism, shoplifting and fare evasion. The very serious crimes of homicide and
sexual offences are less likely though young people are more likely to be the victims of
some violent crimes, including sexual offences and assaults. (AIC 2011, Graycar 2011,
Australian Government 2010).



Diversionary sentences of non-custodial penalties such as fines, work orders and
community supervision are preferred when working with offending youth



A high proportion of those incarcerated have been noted to have a mental illness or
intellectual disabilities when compared to those in the community (Fisher 2001, Graycar
2011).



Indigenous youth


 60% live in the nation’s major cities; 24 per % in remote
locations
 Their mortality rate 2 x as high as non-indigenous youth poisoning and injury main causes of death and long-term
disease (15 – 24 yo); higher incidence of mental health
conditions (anxiety/depression, substance abuse issues and
injuries (AIHW 2011:220).
 Poor sex practices = 10 x more 12 – 24 years 12 – 24 yo reporting
with sexually transmissible infections (STIs); teenage pregnancy
is 5 x higher than the non-indigenous population aged between
15 – 19 years (AIHW 2011:242).

Indigenous Youth cont.



 Education: current retention rates almost doubled yet twice as likely to
leave school early when compared to their non-indigenous counterparts
(45 per cent).
 Exceedingly poor overall attendance rate, English as a second language,
chronic health conditions and living in some of the most remote areas in
Australia means that educational success is less likely for this cohort
(AIHW 2011:246 - 247).
 Over-represented in the child protection system; more likely to be on care
and protection orders; utilises the ‘kinship system’ of care - a family
member takes responsibility for the child/adolescent and helps to keep out
of residential care system.
 An over-representation in the crime figures for their age group whether as
perpetrator or victim; 1/3 of males and 2/3 females threatened with
violence or experiencing physical harm.
 On any given day indigenous youth aged 12 – 17 years are 15 times more
likely to be receiving juvenile justice supervision of some kind with almost
half of those incarcerated being indigenous (AIHW 2011:245).

Domestic/Family
violence

 2 women per week killed
 Impact on children
 Growing in focus
 Royal Commission
 Family violence
 Child Abuse Investigation

Health

 Alcohol consumption amongst teenagers is a large
concern
 15 - 19 yo had the highest hospitalisation rates for acute
intoxication among all age groups (Australian
Government 2010, ADF 2014).
 Suicide rates for 15-19 yo declined by 48 per cent between
1997 and 2007; males aged 20 - 24 years continue to be
more likely to take their lives (Australian Government
2010: 4-5, Mindframe 2014).
 Drug use continues to be an area of concern (ADF 2014).

Australia's Mental Health Statistics


 1 in 4 Australians aged between 16 – 24 has experienced
a mental health problem.
 Mental illness causes almost 3 times more disability and
injuries compared to injury alone, including motor
accidents.
 2011 Federal budget saw one of the biggest funding
beneficiaries being the mental health sector– especially
suicide prevention .
 Victoria moved to a Dual Diagnosis model as of 1
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Youth Support and Advocacy
Service (YSAS)


 Purpose - to enable vulnerable young people to increase control
over, and to improve, their health and well-being.
 Designed to divert young people away from the youth justice
system.
 An integrated suite of clinical and psycho-social support services
for every young person engaged and fundamental that these
services are made available by a program of active outreach to
young people most in need.
 Located throughout Victoria, it offers residential, day and
specialist programs.
 www.ysas.org.au
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www.beyondblue.org.au



 Website and service for all people who wish to learn more
about or seek help for depression and other disorders.
 Newsletters, fact sheets, symptoms checklist, research, media,
Get Help
www.youthbeyondblue.org.au
 Fact sheets for young people, parents, carers, etc
 Includes drugs information, cyber-bullying, treatments for
depression and anxiety, suicide, etc.
 Easier to navigate and funkier style to look at
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Project 614 –
Street Teams & the AXA Youth Bus



Street Teams
 every Friday and Saturday night 11 pm – 5 pm
 work with the police in Melbourne’s CBD
 give out chuppa chups, water and thongs/flip flops

Youth Bus
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7vkbab0XIM
 Out Monday – Thursday nights
 Provides food and other services (health,
 counseling, etc.) to people who live on the streets of Melbourne
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